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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              October 25, 2017 
    
 
Message from President Gilbert 
 
Dear Marshall faculty and staff, 
 
As you all know, recruitment of new students and growing enrollment is a top 
institutional priority. It can be argued that recruitment is everyone’s 
responsibility and, as members of the Marshall family, our faculty and staff 
are some of our very best recruiters! 
 
If you have a family member or friend who is a high school junior or 
senior, please help us extend an invitation to them to join us at the Office of Admissions 
“Sons and Daughters of Marshall” Tailgate Party before the football game against Florida 
International University on Saturday, Oct. 28. 
 
This event is by invitation only for prospective students who have an existing affiliation 
with Marshall University.  
 
In addition to enjoying great food and tickets to the game, high school students and guests who 
have registered for the event will have the opportunity to visit with representatives of the Office 
of Admissions and the Office of Student Financial Assistance, as well as faculty and staff from 
many Marshall University programs. They’ll have a chance to ask any questions they may have 
and seniors can even apply for admission on the spot, with no application fee. 
 
Prospective students and their families can make reservations for the tailgate by scanning 
the QR code below, clicking here or calling 1-877-GO-HERD-1. 
 
I hope you will consider sharing this special invitation with a high school junior or senior you 
know who may be interested in attending Marshall University. 
 
Thank you in advance, and Go Herd! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jerry 
 
Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D. 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duo Recital to feature Dikener, Botes 
 
Dr. Şölen Dikener, professor of cello and bass, and Dr. Johan Botes, 
assistant professor of piano, will give a duo recital at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, in Smith Recital Hall on Marshall’s Huntington 
campus. Works by Brahms and Grieg will be performed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United Way workplace campaign continues with hot dog 
luncheon, Greening Gilbert event 
 
The United 
Way hot dog 
luncheon 
will take 
place from 
noon to 2 
p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 26, on the Memorial Student Center 
plaza. Raffle tickets for the “Greening Gilbert” 
event are still available to purchase in the MSC 
lobby from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day until the 
event. Later in the campaign, organizers will raffle off two seats in a SkyBox Suite during the Nov. 25 
home football game against Southern Miss. Ticket prices for both Greening Gilbert and the ticket raffle 
are available for one ticket for $2, two tickets for $3 or three tickets for $5. 
 
Learn more about the 2017 Marshall University/United Way workplace campaign by visiting 
www.marshall.edu/unitedway. 
 
Click above left to view video. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State Treasurer’s Office to phase out paper checks 
 
The WV State Treasurer’s Office will be phasing out paper payroll checks.  Effective Nov. 1 , all 
new hires will be given two options for receiving paychecks: payment through direct deposit or 
payment with a West Virginia pay card. Existing employees who are currently receiving paper 
checks will be instructed to select one of the same two options. 
 
Payroll forms can be found online at http://www.marshall.edu/finance/forms/#PAY. Forms may 
be completed and e-mailed, faxed or dropped off at the payroll office in Old Main 203.  A voided 
check or deposit slip is required for all new direct deposit requests for account verification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjunct and Contingent Faculty Recognition Week takes place 
until Oct. 27 
 
Gov. Jim Justice has proclaimed the week of October 23-27 to be Adjunct and Contingent 
Faculty Recognition Week in West Virginia. This will be the fourth annual celebration of 
Adjunct and Contingent Faculty Recognition Week at Marshall, said Sabrina Jones, an instructor 
of English at the university.  
 
“So many positive changes have occurred at Marshall University for adjunct and contingent 
faculty over the last few years to allow better working conditions, job stability, and shared 
governance,” Jones said. “Some of these changes include the creation of term contracts, 
department voting rights, and individual office spaces.”  
 
Adjunct and Contingent Faculty Recognition Week is tied in with the national observance of 
annual Campus Equity Week. Started by the Coalition of Contingent Academic Labor in 2001, 
Campus Equity Week is a celebration of education and activism that draws attention to the 
working conditions of faculty working on temporary contracts. A central principle of CEW is 
that quality education depends practically and ethically on professional and just working 
conditions for all faculty members.  
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Tickets available this week for Yeager Symposium with the 
McElroy Family 
 
The Society of Yeager Scholars is inviting well-known 
Huntington natives, the McElroy Family, to give a live 
recording of two of their podcasts, Shmanners and Sawbones, 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center. 
 
Tickets were free for the first 1,000 students to visit the Yeager 
Society’s booth on the Memorial Student Plaza from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. through last Friday. Other members of the university 
community and the public can pick up the remaining tickets 
through Friday, Oct. 27 in Old Main 230G. Tickets will not be available at the door the day of 
the event. 
 
The McElroys’ live podcasting will serve as the 30th anniversary annual symposium for the 
Yeager society. Each year, the senior students in the Yeager program organize a symposium to 
educate and enlighten the Marshall and Huntington communities on a particular topic of their 
choosing. 
 
This year, the senior class chose to feature the McElroy family, who are best known for the 
podcast My Brother, My Brother and Me, which has consistently been ranked among the top ten 
podcasts in the nation and was recently integrated into a television series on Seeso. 
 
Brooke Estep, a senior Yeager Scholar helping to coordinate the McElroys’ visit, said bringing 
the McElroys to perform in their hometown of Huntington presents a unique opportunity to 
showcase the talent that can come out of the West Virginia community. 
 
“Whenever they’re in the spotlight, they find a way to tie it into Huntington,” Estep said. “That’s 
something beneficial to the Yeager program, to show us that we don’t have to leave to do great 
things and influence change.” 
 
Estep said the podcasts were an especially innovative topic choice for this symposium, as the 
Yeager program has never before featured a live podcast recording for the annual event. 
 
Shmanners shares Travis and Teresa McElroy’s humorous ideas for improving one’s etiquette, 
while Sawbones offers a discussion between Dr. Sydnee and Justin McElroy of unique medical 
history. Dr. Sydnee McElroy graduated from Marshall University as a Yeager Scholar in 2005. 
 
Yeager Coordinator Cara Bailey said she believes the podcasts, while both comedic in nature, 
will inspire a serious reflection of how Marshall students might be able to use their own 
platforms to give back to their communities. 
 
“The McElroys are incredibly tuned in to today’s world and will be an exceptional resource for 
Marshall students,” Bailey said. “Their podcasts have been downloaded millions of times over 
the years; people want to hear from them. I hope our students take advantage of the opportunity 
in such an intimate setting to ask their own questions.” 
 
This year’s symposium is sponsored by Dr. Ken and Margaret Wolfe and St. Mary’s Medical 
Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
Journalism school to host Huntington theatre premiere of 
Heroin(e)’ 
 
The W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications will facilitate a free 
public screening of the Netflix documentary 
“Heroin(e)” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 26, at the 
Marquee Cinemas at Pullman Square. To 
reserve a seat, visit 
http://bit.ly/heroinescreening. 
 
The showing will be followed by a discussion 
with those featured in the film as well as with 
Elaine Sheldon, director and producer of the film, and Kerrin Sheldon, co-producer/director of 
photography. The event will be free and open to the public. 
 
Elaine McMillion Sheldon is a documentary filmmaker based in West Virginia. In 2013, she 
released “Hollow,” an interactive documentary that examines the future of rural America through 
the eyes and voices of West Virginians. “Hollow” received Peabody and Emmy award 
nominations and third prize in the World Press Photo Multimedia Awards. Sheldon was a 2013 
Future of Storytelling Fellow, and named one of the “25 New Faces of Independent Film” by 
Filmmaker Magazine and one of “50 People Changing The South” by Southern Living 
Magazine. 
 
Released to 190 countries on September 12, “Heroin(e)” documents three women in Huntington, 
West Virginia, as they fight the opioid epidemic in a city with an overdose rate 10 times the 
national average. Fire Chief Jan Rader spends the majority of her days reviving those who have 
overdosed; Judge Patricia Keller presides over drug court, handing down empathy along with 
orders; and Necia Freeman of Brown Bag Ministry feeds meals to the women selling their bodies 
for drugs. As America’s opioid crisis threatens to tear communities apart, the Netflix Original 
Short Documentary Heroin(e) shows how the chain of compassion holds one town together. 
 
“Heroin(e),” directed by Peabody award-winning filmmaker Elaine McMillion Sheldon, 
launched Sept. 12 as a Netflix original documentary short. The film was produced in partnership 
with the Center for Investigative Reporting through the Glassbreaker Films initiative to support 
female filmmakers, made possible with support from the Helen Gurley Brown Foundation. The 
film premiered at the 2017 Telluride Film Festival and has been shortlisted for a Cinema Eye 
Award. 
 
Seating for the event is limited. Marshall’s Wellness Center is among the sponsors of the 
showing. For more information, contact Tijah Bumgarner by e-mail at 
bumgarnert@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall University celebrates Food Day with the 100-Mile 
Meal 
 
Last year, over 300 universities 
across the U.S. organized events to 
celebrate Food Day and for the 
fourth year, Marshall will continue 
to join the movement. Food Day, a 
nationwide celebration of healthful 
and affordable foods, advocates for 
better food policies on a local, state 
and federal level. 
 
Heather Hardyman, president of Marshall’s Student Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, said the 
organization has partnered with Marshall’s Dining Services, Marshall Recreation Center, WVU 
Extension, the Wild Ramp and Marshall’s Sustainability Department to host a 100 Mile Meal 
tonight in Towers Marketplace. 
 
“Food for this dinner will be sourced within 100 miles of Marshall University, helping to support 
our area farmers and to create a more stable, sustainable economy,” Hardyman said. “This is an 
opportunity to educate the public about locally grown, healthy foods and push for a change in the 
American food system.” 
 
Underwood said the meal would be free for all students who have a meal plan and cost $10 for 
the rest of the Marshall community. 
 
“This will be a meal prepared using local resources,” Hardyman said. “Chicken, dumplings and 
baked ham, three cheese ravioli and West Virginia hot cinnamon apples with ice cream will be 
served.” 
 
Eve Marcum-Atkinson, interim sustainability manager for the sustainability department, which is 
one of the sponsors for Marshall’s 100-Mile Meal, said this annual event highlights the 
importance of practicing sustainable lifestyle choices, such as buying local and eating fresh food. 
She said she believes the 100-Mile Meal will begin to show students the wealth of food that can 
be grown in this region. 
 
“We have a tremendous opportunity to have a positive impact,” Marcum-Atkinson said. “Every 
time we purchase produce from a local farmer, we reduce our carbon footprint, support small 
business, and help a community member make a living. And, we want to inspire others to care 
about where their food comes from, who raises it, how it gets here and the effects that food has 
along the way to their plates. Everything we do makes a difference. Buying local, growing your 
own food, and eating fresh, nutrient-rich meals that improve our overall health and wellness; it’s 
all part of building a more sustainable community.” 
 
The 100-Mile Meal will take place from 4 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 26, in Towers Marketplace 
on Marshall’s Huntington campus. For more information about the 100-Mile Meal, contact 
Hardyman at hardyman1@live.marshall.edu or visit www.marshall.edu/100milemeal/ online. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to welcome outstanding intercultural students this 
weekend 
 
Some of the most academically advanced minority high school juniors and seniors in West 
Virginia and nearby Ohio and Kentucky metro high schools will converge on the Huntington 
campus this weekend, Oct. 27 through 28, for the Annual Intercultural Student Scholars 
Weekend. 
 
This “invitation only” gathering of young scholars was created over 25 years ago to familiarize 
college-prepared students with an introduction to college life, as well as the rich and stimulating 
social, cultural and academic experiences offered by Marshall. Students are selected by their 
respective high schools, based upon specified criteria reflective of strong leadership potential and 
high academic standing. Over 300 students and their family members will attend.  
 
Those attending the weekend will participate in a number of activities to include a student and 
parent welcome luncheon; visits with deans of the various colleges; “Real Talk” involving an 
open discussion with Marshall students and visiting high school students; parent information 
session; campus tours conducted by members of the Marshall Society of Black Scholars; First 
Year Residence Hall reception, Students’ and Parents’ Dinner; Team Challenge and Friday Night 
at the MU Recreation Center. On Saturday, students and parents will attend an Annual Awards 
Ceremony. The keynote address will be delivered by Charles Meyers, an engineering graduate of 
Marshall. Meyers was introduced to Marshall as a Huntington High School student when he also 
attended this program.  
 
“This group of over 125 of the most intelligent and gifted high school students in our state and 
region will soon join the ranks of so many others who have attended and graduated from 
Marshall University, most of whom enter graduate and post-graduate schools in various fields of 
discipline,” said Maurice Cooley, associate vice president for intercultural affairs at Marshall. 
“Marshall University is extremely proud to recognize this impressive group of young, gifted and 
diverse scholars.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Megri selected as October Resident of the Month 
 
Mohammed Megri, M.D. (left), has been selected as the October 
Resident of the Month at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine announced Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice 
dean for graduate medical education. 
 
Megri was elected by his colleagues and internal medicine 
faculty members to serve as chief resident during his third 
and final year of the internal medicine residency. 
 
“It isn’t often that we receive Resident of the Month nominations across so many spectrums,” 
Wehner said.  “Dr. Megri was nominated by virtually everyone he works with and, as such, had 
accolades ranging from his compassion, ability to teach and endless energy to amazing clinical 
insight and patient rapport.” 
 
Eva Patton-Tackett, M.D., internal medicine residency program director, had high praise for 
Megri. 
 
“Dr. Megri is an absolute amazing clinician and patients immediately love him.  He is also likely 
the best resident teacher I have ever seen.  He has true gift for teaching and not only is he gifted, 
but he is determined to make a huge impact with the students.” 
 
Tackett went on to say, “Dr. Megri has been resident teacher of the year for internal medicine for 
two years in a row.  He is truly an amazing scholar but beyond all, Dr. Megri is an overall great 
person.” 
 
Megri completed medical school at the University of Tripoli and plans on entering a pulmonary 
and critical care fellowship after residency graduation. Following fellowship, Megri has 
aspirations of returning to Marshall to become faculty. 
 
As part of his recognition as the October Resident of the Month, Megri received items including 
a plaque and a designated parking spot. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: Mohammed Megri, M.D. (left), October Resident of the Month at the Marshall 
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, is pictured with Eva Patton-Tackett, M.D., 
internal medicine residency director at the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
Van Kirk to offer ENG 201 for veterans and military community 
in Spring 2018 
 
Professor John Van Kirk will teach a “Green Zone” section of English 201: Advanced 
Composition in the fall. The course is designed for, and being offered exclusively to, Veterans, 
Active-duty Military, Reserve and National Guard members, as well as military dependents and 
family members. It will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
 
Van Kirk, an author and English department professor of creative writing and literature, is 
uniquely qualified to offer the course. Before joining Marshall in 1993, he served in the Navy as 
a helicopter pilot for 9 years. At Marshall, he has won the Pickens-Queen Teaching Award and 
the Distinguished Artists and Scholars Award. His most recent publication was a short story 
included in an anthology of West Virginia writers, Eyes Glowing at the Edge of the 
Woods (WVU Press). 
 
In this course, Van Kirk and his students will explore together themes of community and identity 
with respect to military life: how military service and experience affects the personal identities of 
soldiers and their loved ones, as well as how they’re perceived in the various communities in 
which they participate. 
 
To register for this ENG 201 (section 226), students should contact Dr. Allison E. Carey, English 
department chair, at careya@marshall.edu. Questions? Contact Van Kirk 
at vankirk@marshall.edu. 
 
 Comedian John Mulaney’s Kid Gorgeous Tour Comes to the 
Keith-Albee 
 
Marshall University’s Student Activities will present the Emmy Award-
winning comedian John Mulaney and his new tour–Kid Gorgeous–at the 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m.  Wednesday, Nov 1. 
Before kicking of the Kid Gorgeous Tour, Mulaney starred in the 
Broadway hit, “Oh, Hello on Broadway” alongside Nick Kroll. He 
currently writes for IFC’s “Documentary Now” and Netflix’s “Big 
Mouth,” on which he also voices the character Andrew. 
 
Mulaney began his career in New York’s East Village and has since 
toured around the world. After graduating, he interned with Comedy Central and prepared to 
audition for Saturday Night Live. Upon auditioning, Mulaney was offered a writing position. He 
appeared as a “Weekend Update” correspondent and co-created characters such as “Stefon” with 
Bill Hader. He continued to write for six seasons. In 2009, Mulaney released his first comedy 
album, “The Top Part.” In 2012 he released his second Comedy Central special and album “New 
in Town.” Mulaney’s standup special, “THE COMEBACK KID” was released on Netflix in 
2015. 
 
In true Mulaney fashion, “Kid Gorgeous” is filled with his usual style of anecdotes and self-
deprecating jokes in order to tell the “story of a tall, scared man.” Mulaney has received many 
comparisons to Jerry Seinfield in that he has a very distinct tone and a natural ability to relate to 
his audience by taking situations everyone has faced and making them laughable. 
 
To see Mulaney take the stage of the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center, contact the Marshall 
Artists Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may 
also visit our box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. 
Box office hours are Monday through Friday, noon to 5 p.m. Ticket prices are $65.13/43.30. 
 
Mulaney’s performance is also sponsored by Steptoe & Johnson, First State Bank, Capital 
Venture Group, Dutch Miller Kia, Kevin and Rebecca Craig, KEE 100, B-97, The Brew, WSAZ, 
The Herald-Dispatch, Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall marathoner pays it forward by raising funds for others 
with hearing loss 
 
Neil Johnson has been blessed 
with the ability to hear through 
the cutting-edge science of a 
cochlear implant. Now, he has 
decided to pay it forward and 
raise funds for The Luke Lee 
Listening and Language Lab, 
also known as “The L,” which is the first preschool program in 
West Virginia providing listening and spoken language 
instruction for children with hearing loss. 
 
Johnson said he is raising money for this cause because it’s 
close to his heart. 
 
“I am seeking sponsorship of $1, $2 and $3 per mile as I 
run the Marshall University Marathon on Nov. 5,” Johnson 
said. “All proceeds will benefit The L because their goal is 
to teach deaf children to listen and speak through the use of  
state-of-the-art technology, including hearing aids and cochlear implants.” 
 
Learn more about Johnson’s fundraising efforts for The L by visiting his Facebook event page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/donate/528703307479652/10213795948034125/ 
 
For more information on The L, visit marshall.edu/TheL online. 
 
——— 
 
Photo: Neil Johnson will run the Marshall University Marathon Nov. 5 and is seeking 
sponsorship for each mile he runs to benefit Marshall University’s Luke Lee Listening and 
Language Lab. He is shown with some of the children who participate in The L’s programs. 
 
 
  
 
  
Faculty Achievement: Dr. Slav Gratchev 
 
Dr. Slav Gratchev, associate professor of Spanish, has published a 
book, The Polyphonic World of Cervantes and Dostoevsky, 
published by Lexington Books. 
 
The work is the first scholarly attempt to examine Don Quixote 
from the angle of dialogism and polyphony. Although Mikhail 
Bakhtin considered Dostoevsky the “creator of a polyphonic 
novel,” Gratchev believes that the first elements of polyphony can 
be observed in Cervantes’s Don Quixote. A preliminary objective 
was therefore to articulate—without reducing the role of 
Dostoevsky in the creation of the polyphonic novel and relying on 
Bakhtin’s interpretation of polyphony, heteroglossia, and 
multivoicedness—that the polyphonic structure appeared and evolved to a state of relative 
maturity centuries before Dostoevsky. 
 
This book subsequently explores how and why the polyphonic structure was born within the 
classic monophonic structure of Don Quixote, the ways in which this new structure positioned 
itself in relation to the classic monophonic one, and what relations it may be said to have 
established with it resulting in a unique amalgam—the hybrid semi-polyphonic novel. An 
overarching concern throughout the project will be to trace Cervantes’s search for new and more 
sophisticated expressive possibilities that the old, monophonic narration could not offer while 
also shedding light on how Cervantes systematically and deliberately employed polyphonic 
structure in Don Quixote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Reminder: Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia 
Fellowship Award 
 
Applications from faculty for the Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia Fellowship Award for the 
academic year 2018-2019 are now being accepted, with a deadline of Dec. 15. The purpose of 
this fellowship award, sponsored by the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in 
Appalachia (CSEGA), is to promote scholarship on gender, race and/or ethnicity in Appalachia. 
The fellowship is awarded annually to a full-time Marshall University faculty member. The 
Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia Fellow, who is selected by the CSEGA Advisory Board and 
announced at the annual spring faculty meeting, receives a $3,000 cash award. Fellows present 
their scholarship to the Marshall community in the spring of their fellowship year (spring, 2019). 
 
Click to view program flyer 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 1, 2017. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 30. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-25-2017. 
 
 
 
 
